
Information Sheet for Schools 
receiving a child placed for Adoption 

 
You are welcoming a child who has been placed for adoption. This information sheet will explain 
some of the complexities of adoption and also give advice about how you can help this new 
family, especially if they already have children who may be at your school, as they start their 
adoption journey. If the child(ren) you already know appear unsettled, do talk to their parents.  

The Legal Situation 

Many children are waiting for adoption. Usually this is 
because a Court has decided they cannot be safely 
cared for in their birth family. If the Court is not satisfied 
that it is safe for a child to return to their birth family, a 
Placement Order will be made. Once a Placement Order 
is granted, a child can be placed with the adoptive 
family they have been matched with. After 10 weeks, an 
application can be made for an Adoption Order, and 
proceedings will commence which may take time if birth 
parents exercise their right to appeal. 
 

Adoptive parents are delegated limited Parental 
Responsibility and can usually give permission for 
medical treatment needed in an emergency and health 
check-ups. 
 

During this time, the child is in a “protected placement” 
and there will be Child Looked After reviews which you 
will be invited to. The child will have PEP which you will 
be invited to. 
 

During this time, a child’s name cannot be legally 
changed.  
 

After the Adoption Order is made, you will be able to 
claim Pupil Premium when you return your census 
 

Safeguarding 

It is important you adhere to your safeguarding 
processes.  
 
If the child has an accident or sustains an injury whilst in 
your care, this should be properly recorded in your 
Accident Book and discussed with parents and referred 
to the child's social worker.  
 
All injuries are recorded whilst a child remains “looked 
after”. If a child presents with an injury you should 
discuss this with his/her parents and, again, clearly record 
your conversation and refer this to his/her social worker.   
 
Child’s social worker: 
Telephone: 
Email: 
 
Parent's social worker: 
Telephone: 
Email: 
 
 
 
 

A Childs Needs 

A child placed for adoption may have difficult early life experiences; they will have been removed from birth family, 
moved in to foster care and have now moved again. This will have been confusing and scary. One of our main concerns 
is that children don’t feel secure and fear they will be moved again. 

We all need to be sensitive if a child’s memories are triggered. They may not like loud noises or loud voices, they may be 
anxious if they get dirty, if they have previously been disciplined for this. Certain times of year can trigger difficult 
memories or certain smells i.e. bleach. They are processing their experiences as they begin to feel safer and more 
settled. They may struggle to concentrate or be distracted. This isn’t “naughtiness” but “healing”. If a child says or does 
something which concerns you, discuss it with their parents and their social worker. Professionals cannot know 
everything that has happened to a child before they are removed into care and new memories can surface, especially 
through play. 

If you would like to know more you can visit the Beacon House website: 
https://beaconhouse.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Have-you-seen-me-1.pdf 

There are also some helpful books: 
https://beaconhouse.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Schools-Resources-List-2022.pdf 

Adoption Support Caritas Care (ASCC) ascc@caritascare.org.uk 


